
Cervical  Cancer & HPV Vaccinat ion
January 31, 2022
Kim Hale
S r.  M a n a g e r,  C a n c e r  C o n t r o l  S t r a t e g i c  P a r t n e r s h i p s
A m e r i c a n  C a n c e r  S o c i e t y



CERVICAL CANCER SCREENING:
THE SCIENCE

&
HOW TO IMPROVE SCREENING RATES



cancer.org

Presentation Objectives

• Describe disease trends and evidence that contributed to recently 
updated cervical cancer screening recommendations from the 
American Cancer Society;

• Discuss the differences in cervical cancer screening tests and 
importance of routine screening;

• Describe the role HPV vaccination of pre-teens play in the elimination 
of cervical cancer; and

• Review ways to increase cervical cancer screening rates in your clinic.
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Cervical Cancer Statistics
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How Common is Cervical Cancer?

• More than 14,000 new cases in the U.S. 2022 (240 in SC).

• Will cause about 4,280 cancer deaths in the U.S. 

• Over the last 40 years, cervical cancer deaths have declined 
by more than 50%. The main reason for this is the use of 
screening tests.
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• Hispanic women have the highest 
cervical cancer incidence rate. 
• Non-Hispanic Black women have 

the 2nd highest cervical cancer 
incidence rate. 
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• Non-Hispanic Black women have 
the highest cervical cancer 
mortality rate. 
• Hispanic women have the 2nd

highest cervical cancer mortality 
rate.
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Cervical Cancer Screening Rates
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Quality Improvement Learning Collaborative

Cervical Cancer Screening Rates – Vulnerable Populations

White women and women with the lower 
income levels and lower education levels have 
the lowest screening rates.
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Cervical Cancer Screening Methods 
and Guidelines



ACS Recommendations for 
Cervical Cancer Screening

1. Screening for cervical cancer is recommended for individuals with a cervix starting at age 25 
years.

For individuals aged 25 to 65 years, screening should be done with a primary HPV test* every 5 years.

If primary HPV testing is not available, screening may be done with either co-testing that combines an 
HPV test with a Papanicolaou (Pap) test every 5 years or a Pap test every 3 years.

2. Individuals older than 65 years who have had regular screening with normal results should not be 
screened for cervical cancer. Once screening is stopped, it should not be started again.

3. Individuals who do not have a cervix (for example, because of a hysterectomy) and who do not 
have a history of cervical cancer or a serious precancer should not be screened.



cancer.org

When to Start Screening
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What Test to Use

HPV Test vs. Pap Test
• Pap tests are an inferior test compared to 

HPV-based screening
• Pap tests are minimally effective in women 

who have been vaccinated
• Co-testing offers minimal benefit 

compared to primary HPV screening
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How Often 
to Test



When to 
Stop 

Screening
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Planning for the Future

Co-testing or cytology testing alone are 
included as acceptable options for cervical 
cancer screening because access to primary 
HPV testing may be limited in some settings. 
As the US makes the transition to primary HPV 
testing, the use of cotesting or cytology alone 
for cervical cancer screening will be eliminated 
from future guidelines.

• Pap tests will be phased out.
• Cotesting will be phased out.
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HPV Vaccination and Cervical Cancer
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Causes of Cervical Cancer

• The cause of nearly all cervical cancer is Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV).

• There are many types of HPV. “Low-Risk” types may cause warts 
on genitals, anus, mouth and throat. “High-risk” types are linked 
to cancer. 

• HPV is transmitted through skin-to-skin contact. Most people 
who are infected with high-risk HPV never have any symptoms. 
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HPV Vaccination 
Prevents Cervical 
Cancer
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ACS Recommendations for HPV 
Vaccination
1. Girls and boys should get 2 doses of the HPV 
vaccine at ages 9 to 12 years.

2. Children and young adults up to age 26 years 
who have not received the HPV vaccine should get 
vaccinated. Vaccination of young adults will not 
prevent as many cancers as vaccination of children 
and teens.

3. The ACS does not recommend HPV vaccination 
for persons older than 26 years.
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Why emphasize age 
9-12?

Higher on-time vaccination rates = 
increased numbers of cancers prevented
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What about adults?



Age at Vaccination Effectiveness 
(against CIN3+)

12-13 86%

17 51%

18-21 15%

Impact of Age at Vaccination
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Cervical Cancer Prevention
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Cervical Cancer Prevention

• Avoid being exposed to HPV.
o Limit number of sexual partners over life-time.
o Condoms may provide some protection

• Don’t smoke.

• Get yourself (if under 26) and your children vaccinated. 

• Get screened. 



What Can You & Your Clinic Do To 
Increase Breast Cancer Screening Rates?
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Know Your Current 
Screening Rates
What are your system’s baseline and current 
screening rates? 
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Measure Cervical Cancer Screening Performance 
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•Collect, report and monitor data 
•Measure success from baseline
•Routinely run screening reports for clinics and clinic 

teams
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Track Cervical Screening Completion & Follow-
up

•Develop and implement a cervical cancer screening 
follow-up process
•Utilize reminders such as phone calls or messages 

through the patient portal
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Develop Provider Assessment and Feedback Tools
• Showing cervical cancer screening rates (report cards) by provider
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Example: Clinic Screening Performance Measurement Tool
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Example: Provider Assessment and Feedback Tool
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Aim Statement
We aim to increase our cervical cancer screening rates by 20% by 

December 31, 2022 to saves lives from a preventable disease! 
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Screening Process Map
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Start with Evidenced Based 
Interventions

38

What interventions are going to be 
implemented at your clinic?  



Implement Provider Reminders

Ideas: 
• Tickler in EHR
• Stickers on encounter form
• Laminated educational card



Drag picture in here

Make a Recommendation

• Studies have shown that a 
recommendation from a provider (or a 
member of the provider’s team) is the 
most influential factor on patient 
screening behavior. 
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Prepare the Patient
• Preparing and educating patients are key components to getting patients 

screened
• Many patient education materials are available to help educate patients. Here 

are some examples of materials available through your ACS staff partner.
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Implement Patient Reminders
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• Postcards (ACS has customizable screening reminder postcards)
• Text message
• Phone calls
• Messages through your patient portal
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Reduce Structural Barriers
• Extended office hours
• Free or reduced cost screenings 



Thank you! 
Q&A



45

Contact Information
Kim.hale@cancer.org


